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TREATING, 


Of the likelieſt means to remove Hiwelings out of the CHURCH. 


7 i092 Wo things has ever wrought much miſchief to the Church 
jd 2x ' of God,and the advancement of Truth ; Force on the one 
LAY: ſide reſtraining , and Hire on the other ſide corrupting 
the Teachers thereof. The latter of theſe is by much the 
more dangerous ; for under force, though no thank to 
\ the Forcers; True Religion oft-times beſt thrives and flow- 
' rYiſhes ; but the corruptions of Teachers, moſt common- 
© ly the effe& or hire, is the very bean of truth in 
them who are ſo corrupted. Of force not to be uſed in matters of Religion I 
have already ſpoken ; and ſo ftated matters of Conſcience and Religion 
in Faith and Divine Worſhip and fſo ſevered them from Blaſphemie 
and Hereſfie; the one being properly as 'is diſpiteful, the other ſuch as 
ſtands not 'to the Rule of Scripture, and ſo both of them not mat- 
ters of Religion, but rather againſt it, that to them who willyet uſe 
force, this only choiſecan be left; whether they will force them to believe, 
to whom it is not given from above, being not farc'd thereto by an 
Principle of the Goſpel , which now is the only Diſpenſation of God to all 
men; or whether being Proteſtants, they will puniſh in thoſe things wherein 
the Proteſtant Religion denies them to be Judges; either in themſelves in- 
fallible, or to the Conſciences of other Men ; or whether laſtly, they think 
fit to puniſh Errot ſuppoſing they can be infallible that i is fo, being not wil- 
ful, bur conſcientious, and according to the beſt light of him who errs,groun- 
ded on Scriptare : which kind of error all Men religious, or but only 
reaſonable , have thought worthier of pardon ; and take growth thereof to 
be prevented by ſpiritual means and Church Diſcipline, not by civil laws and 
_ outward force ; ſince it is God only who givesas well to believe aright,as to 
believe at all;and by thoſe means which he ordained ſufficiently in his Church 
to the full execution of his divine purpoſe in the Goſpel. It remains now 


_ to ſpeak of 7Yire, the other evil ſo miſchievous in Religion ; whereof I pro- 
| mile 
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miſed then to ſpeak further , when I ſhould find God diſpoſing me, and op. 
portunity inviting, Opporcunity I find now inviting , and apprehend there. 
inthe concurrence of God diſpoſing , ſince the. maintainance of Church-Mi. 
niſters ; a thing not properly belonging to the Magiſtrate, and yet with ſuch 
importunity call'd for , and expeed from him, is at preſent under pablick 
debate. Wherein leaſt any thing may happen to' be determined , and eſtabli- 
ſhed prejudicial tothe right and ans; bn of Church, or advantageous to ſuch 
as may be found hirelings rherein , -it will be now moſt ſeaſonable, and in 
theſe matters wherein every Chriſtian hath. his free ſuffrage ; no way mif- 
becoming Chriftian Meekneſs ro offer freely ; without difparagement to the 
wiſeſt ; ſuch advice as God ſhall incline him to propound. Since hereto-- 
fore in Commonwealths of moſt Fame for Government, Civil Laws were 
not eſtabliſhed till they had been firſt for certain days publiſhed to the view 
of all Men , that whoſo. pleaſ'd might ſpake freely his opinion thereof, and 
give his exceptions ; ere the Law could pafs to a full Eſtabliſhmens. And 
where ought this Equity to have more place, thanin the liberty which is 
unſeparable from Chriſtian Religion ? This I am not ignorant will be a 
work unpleaſing to ſome: But what truth is not hateful to ſome or other, 
as this in likelihood , will be to none but Hirelings. And if there be among 
them, who hold it their Duty to ſpeak Impartial Fruth, as the work of their 
Miniſtry, though not performed without mony; let them not envy others, 
who think the {ame no leſs their Duty by the general office ef Chriſtianity, 
to ſpeak truth , as in all reaſon may be thought , more impartially and un- 
ſuſpetedly without mony. | z 

Hire of it ſelf is neithera thing unlawful; nor a word of any evil Note, 
ſignifying no more than a due recompenee or reward; as when our Saviour 
faith, 7h:-Zaboarer ts worthy of his hire, That which makes ir ſo dangerous in 
the Church, and properly makes the Hirel/izg, a word always of evil fignitica- 
tion; iseither the exceſs thereof, or the undue manner ot giving and taking 
it. . What harm the exceſs thereof brought tothe Church, perhaps was nor 
found by experience till the days of Conſtantive ; who out of his zeal, think- 
ing he could be never too liberally a nurſing Father of the Church ; might be 
not- unfitly faid to have either overlaid it or choaked it' in thenur 

Which was foretold , as is Recorded in Eccleſiaſtical Tradition , by a 
Voice heard from Heaven, on the very day that thoſe great Donations and 
Church Revenues were given, crying aloud . 7þi days poiſon pour'd into 
the Church. Which the event ſoon atter verifi'd, as appears by another no leſs 
ancient obſervation, 7hat Religion brought forth Wealth, and the Daughter deveu- 
red the Mother. But long ere wealth came into the Church, ſo ſoon as any 


gain appeared in-Religion , Hirelings were apparent; drawn in long before 


by the very ſent thereof. Zudes therefore, rhe firft Hireling , for want of 


preſent hire anſwerable to his covering, from the ſmall number of the 


meanneſs of ſuch as then were the Religious , ſold the Religionit ſelf with 
the Founder thereof}; his Maſter S;moz 2 the . next , 'in hope only that 
Preaching and the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt would prove gainful , offered 
before-hand a ſum of mony to obtain them. Not long after, as the A- 
poſtle foretold ; Hirelings like Wolves came in'by Herds, Ads 20. 29. For, 
4 know thr , _—_— my arpartinos , ſhall grievous Wolves enter in among youy 
not fparing th: Flack. Tit. 1.11. Teaching things which they ought not , for 
Lucres ſake. 2. Pet. 3. 3- And through covetoueneſs make merchandize of you. 
Yet they taught not talſe DoQrine only, bur ſeeming Piery ; 1 77». 6. 5- 
ſuvpſing that gain is Godlineſs. Neither came they in of themſelves —_ 

ut 


&. 35 ” 8 Oo $& Y- aw 7 


though 'they have Rabbies>and Teachers of their Law\;yet pay+ ito Tith 


our of the Church. My 

but invite offimes by a great audienct 5'i2 7} £3: For the time willcoula, 
whey they will not endure ſound Doitriney but 'aftey their own Lufts they gt h 
to themſelu:s Teachzrs, having itching ears : Aind' they on the other. fide}, : 
faſt h225ing to themſelves Diſciples, L#s.-40: 36/doubtleſs” had as irching- 
palms” 2 Pet. 2.15. Following the way of Balaarn', rhe'ſon of Boſor, who loved 

rhe wires of Unrighteonſneſs; - Jade" t x. - (They ran gretdily after the'Error of 'Ba- . 
laam- for reward. ' Thus wee? , that not only the/excels 'of 'Hire'/in wel: 
thielt times ,” butialfo the' undue and vicious taking/'or' giving it”; though 
bur ſmall or mean, as inthe*+ primitive. times ,” gave to Hhirelings| occaſion, 
though nor intended, vet furficient,: to ervep at firſt into the Church) - Which 
argaes alf>_ the. difficulty ; or rather ithe impoſſibility, co-remove' them 
quire/; un'eſs every. Miniſter were, as'St: Paul , contented to teach gratis ; 
but few ſuch are to be found; As therefore we'catinor juſtly take away all 
Fire in the Thurchz: becauſe we cannot otherwiſe quite remove all Hrelings ; 
ſo are we not for :the impoſſibility of removing /them. all ; .to-uſe therefore 
n9 endeavour that few 'may''come- inzibut :rather: in regard the-evil; do 
what 'we cans will always be incumbent and unavoidable;: toufe'our ut- 
moſt diligence; how it may be leſt "dangerous, *1Which will be :likelieſt 
effeted , if 'we conhider, Wt EDI hath ordained ſhould 
be: given to Miniltersof the Church; ( for that a* redomperice' oughe'to : be 
piven 'them; and may by them juſtly*'be:!received ;':our: Saviour hinſell 
from the very light of reaſon*and of equity Hartridetlay'd : Luke 10:7. Zhe 
Libourer s worthy of his Hire ) next, by wtion'3 and haftly,' ins what manner. 
. What recompenee oughr' tobe igiven/tot Church Miniſters 3 . God hath an> 
ſwerably ordained” according: to that difference which'he'-hath:-manifeftly 
put between thoſe his 'twogreat :Diſfenſitions ,; the:Law: and! :the' Goſpel- 
Under: the' Law he gave' chem: 'Tithes!; 'utder: the Golpel; having left all. 
things in his Church to Charity-and'o Chriſtian freedom , he hath. given 
thefiti only whaz is: juſtly. givett' themo!That, as \welt'under:the Goſpel as 
under-the Law, fay our EngliſkDivinies ;Fand they only of all Proteſtants) , is 
Titties; and rhey fay rrue-, ifatip manbe ſUiminded:rogive them of his own 
tenth -or- tes oc hes ores _ — me week —_ under. 
the 'Goſpel.z all other Proteſtant . Divines%y/ equally rcodcerned;. yet 
conſtanth deny. 'For thovghtHire to the Labourer be: ns es 
toal fights yet tharlpecial'tkifid ef EN OE NE NS 


or ' flity bois at ſpecial; Labour for. :which:Gotrordained: 12; - | 
ſpecial-Labour ; was the | Zevitical and; Ceremonial Service/dof the-'Tabers. 


nacle'j: Nanb. 18; 21.31.  wich'is! now- aboliſhed: the fight:therefore:of 
that ſpecial Zire muſt needs be:withall aboliſhed, * ag briop aifſa:; cxremonial; 
FO os not - deing--given to the Zewzes,:till they: had-bin-firſt offered. a 
Heave-offering to'the Lord, ver.54. 28.-2-He then ,, whoiby:thar Lawbrings 
Tithes intothe Goſpel, 'of neceflity brings'ia withall-a .Saoribce; land: an-'Als; 
tarz *without - which Tithes by*:that- Law, were fd andipolluted,; 
vey. 3%, and therefore never” thought ow nw the firſt! Chriſtian eames}, till; 
Ceremonies) Altarsand Obtations, by an ancientericorruprian were.b 
back long before. +: And yet the Zews everfincetheir, Terfiple was'deftroyed,i 


yy 
4 


as having no Zevites. to whony, no - Temple where 'to:pay; them; no. Al-+ 
tar whereon to- hallow them ; which argues .that' the Fews:themlelves ne-/ 
ver thought Tithes'moral, but ceremonjal only, That: Chriſtians therefore: 
ſhould take: them up, when :#tws have laid them down, | muſt needs beve-: 


Ty abſurd and prepoſterous. -'Next, it'is = clear in theſame Chapter, os 
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the Prieſts and Zewetes had not their. Tiches for theis Labour Gnly in the Ta: 
bernagle ; but in regard:ahey were to have noi.other part nor inheritance ig 
the Land, wer. 20, 24. and by that means for a tenth oſt a twelfth. . Bur our 
Zevites undergoing no- fuch- Law of. Deprievement , can have no right to 
any ſuch . compenſation; nay, if 4 this Law - they will have Tithes, 
. ean have. no \Inheritance of Land , but forfeit what they have: Belide, 
this, Tithes\were . of two forts, thoſe of every year, and: thoſe of avery 
chird year of the former, every. one. that brought his Tithes , was to 
eat his ſhare.Nevt 14. 23:7 hou ſhalt eat before the: Zord thy God, in the. place 
whizh' the ſhit chooſe to place his name there ; the. Tithe of thy Corn, of thy Hine, 
and of thine: Ol, cc. Nay, though he: could not bring his Tithe in kind, by 
reaſon of tiis diſtant dweYing from the Tabernacle or Temple, bur was there- 
by -forc'd. co turn it into mony , hewas to beſtow that mony on whatſoever 

caſed hinyzQxen;Sheep;Wine or ſtropg, Drink; and to eat and drink thereof 
there before: the:Lord ,: both he and his Hquſhowld, wer. :24, 25, 26: As for 
the Tithes: of every: third /yeary; they. were not--only given to the Z2wxe, 
bue to rhe Stranger. ,' the 'Fatberlels:and the Widow , ver.:28.-29. and Chap. 
26. 12;'196 'So that 'vurs , if they. will have. Tithes , muſt -admit of theſg 
ſharers|with' them. / Nay ,_ theſe Tithes were not paid inat all to the Zewzre, 
but: thei Zzvite himſelf was £o' come with thoſe his fellow-gueſts , and. car 


his {hare of them only /at his houſe, who provided them ; and this nos 


m Yegard: of his: Minifterial Office, bus becauſe he had 'no part nor Inhe- 
fitance: im the Land. Laftly , the Prieſts and; Levites , 'a Tribe, were-of a 
different boaſticurion/ from: this of our Miniſters under.the Goſpel - In'them 
were :@ndersard- Degrees , bothiby Family ,- Dignity and Office , \mainly 
diſtingaihied!; the High/Prieſt , :his Brethren: and his Sons ,, to whom the 
Tevites themſelves paid Tithes,and of :the beſt were eminently ſuperior,/um, 
18:'z$,(&9:1 »Nq Prdteſtanr, 1 ſuppoſe, will iken one of our Minifters to a 
HighPrigftaribubrathir os Common Zevare:: | loleſs then ;; to keep their 
Tithes ;:they'thtan eo bring back again Biſhaps,: Archbiſhops and the whole 
Gang - of Prelagry ,/ trowhbom will! chey chemiclves: pay Tithes , as by char 
kawn at owes din i to third» [if they: did not, ver. 32? Certainly, this muſt 
| Thor ember to a:fdeep:..demurre:,, while the defire of holding faft-:yheir 


likeneſs of that Ffener hy abac{hould receive Tithes from: them,,: and! the de- 
ſe; Fo pry baond;; may; adviRt--them to: keep. out of the Church all Qrders 
above itheak YoButif-wit havertodoat prefent; as. I ſuppoſe we have, wich 
Tous: ei: Rratdftarits:; not; with Papiſis,-or Prelates;, It will not be 
dened/thav inthe Gitpek there bedout two: Minefterial Degrees, Pre/byters: 
andDBedion?t; wack af! they: 'conrend-to. have nay Succeſſion , Reference or 

&/ with; cholertwo Degtees pndge the Law ,. Priefts ard Levites; 
ie| muſt deeds befude, wheteby our: Midifters:may:be anſwerable to. Prixfts, 
ad! when DheacobS! $0: Levites:; by which Rifleof Proportion it will follow, 
thar ve: muſic pay'ionri;Tithes to: the Deacons only,:and they: only to their 


Milgdters. 5iBer: of :ip beotruer, yet? that the: Priefthovd of Agron Typiiid a 


bor Reality, 3iPett. 15: Sgatfping the Chriſtian 7rue and Holy, Pricſt- 
heentj1tf pr | Eperienal. Sacrifice in bt follow hence , that we are now;juſtly 
exdn om! paying: Tithe, to'any who clairhfrom w4rv2 , ſinge, that 
Proe ' [mus Rout: Reab, why 


an; him; was' but. f: ſhadow. .. Steing 


v1} t2 


Tsxches; wahaar G0. ar Sanya to _— again Bi 85 the | 


0byodil ahicſukich: ith been ſhewn: that the Law-of Tithesis partly- 
wanalwal, isrtho:wobk was for thewhich they! were given; partly ;judi-: 
cial; ge: a6/commony: bur of particular right to the Tribe of Zews:;.1gop: 


F? 


a en Ne et Bs he oh 


Chriſtian , grearer. ja cheir.own eſteen;than Abrams and all his Seed g 


their Offering, and every -third year? to 'the Stranger , the Fatherlels and 
the Widow, their appointed Sharers , and that they were a Tribe of Prieſts 


lows: that o1 
Miniſter as this day, being neither Pridt nor Teyites are tot hy, nl 
of them ; can have no juſt Title or pretence to Tithes, by 


(gion before the Law written, is not preſently to he counted 
o many things were then-done, both Ceremanial ang Judai- 


bim Tirhes-, cher, before, or after; or had then , but for this accident 
Meeting and Oþljgement ? or that elſe, 2/./chiſcdec had demanded.or 
edthem, or took them otherwiſe, than as the yoluntary Gift 

But our Miniſters,g,.though neither Prics nor Kings, more than. 


Verbal:Labour of a Seventh Jays Preachmept, not bringiog. like; acc 
Bread or Wige af zheir owncalt ;, would nat take only at the w fd. 
Liberalicy or Grazituds , but require ..and _.exact; as due the! tenth , not . 
Spoils,, .but of aur;whole Effates and Labqurs ; -nor.once , but. ye ly Wc. 
then it ſecrgs by the example of Abram muſt, pay Tithes to theſe ek iſe 
but what if the Perſon;of Abram can cither no way repreſent us, or will - obs 
lige the Miniſter: to pay Tithes no lels than other Mens png ad nag. 
2 Preiſt ia his Loins,but was himſelf a Prieft;and gave. Tithes to. ; 
either as Grandfather of £ew4,0r. as Father of the Faithful :: If as C 
(though he underſtoog,it not). of Levz, he oblig'd nor, us but Ze: 
Inferiour Prieſt , by that homage ( as the Apoltle to , the Hebrews 
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enough _—_— to acknowledg the greater. And they who by Melchife. 
dec Elaim from /bram as Zev?s Grandfather, have none to ſeek their 7 ithes 
or but the Zevites, where they can find them. Tf f{bram as Father of the 
Faithfal paid Tithes to Melchiſedec , then certainly the Miniſters alfo, if 
they be of that number , paid ig him equally with the reſt. Which may 
induce us to believe , that as both 4braw: and Melchiſedec, ſo Tithes Aſo in 
that a&ion Typical and. Ceremonial,ſignifi?d nothing elſe bur that ſubjeQion, 
which all the Faithful , both Miniſters and People owe to Chrift ; our Higti 
Prieſt and King. Inany literal fenſe from this example they never will be able 
ro extort, that the People in thoſe days paid Tithes to Prieſts ; but this only, 
that ane Prieſt once 1n his life, of Spoils only , and in requital partly of ali- 
beral Preſent , partly of a BenediQtion , gave voluntary Tithes,not to a grea- 
ter Prieſt than himſelf, as far as Fbrem could then underftand , bur rather toa 
Prieſt and King joyned in one Perſon. They will reply, perhaps, that if one 
Prieſt paid Tithes to another , it muſt needs be underſtood, that the People 
did noleſs to the Prieſt. Bur I ſhall eaſily remove that neceffity , by remem- 
bring them'that in thoſe days was no Prieſt, but the Father , or the firft born 
of every Family ; and by conſequence , no People to pay him Tithes , but his 
own Children and Servants , who had not wherewithal to pay him, but of 
his.@wn. . Yet grant that the People then paid 7 ithes ; there will not be the 
like reaſon to enjoyn us : they being then under Ceremonies, a meer Laitie; 
we now under Chriſt, a Royal Prieſthood, 1 Per 2. g. as we are Coheirs, 
Kings and Prieſts with him, 4 Pricft for ever after the Order or manner of 
Mclehiſcdec. As therefore Abram paid 7ithes to Melchiſedec becauſe Zevi 
was in him ; ſo we ought to pay none becauſe the true' AZe/chiſedec is in 
us , and weinhim: who can pay to none greater , and. hath freed us by our 
union with himſelf, from all computſive Zributes and Zaxes in his Church. 
Neither doth the collateral place , FH. 7, make other -uſe of this Story, 
than to prove Chriſt perſonated by Melchiſedec, a greater Prieſt than s- 
ron wer. 4. Now confider how great this man was, &c. and proves not in the 
leaſt manner, that 7ithes be of any rightto Miniſters,but the contrary : Firſt, 
the Levites had « commananent to take Tithes of' th: People according to the /aw, 
that us of th:ir Brethren, though they come out of the Loins of Abram, ver.5. The 
Commandment then was, it ſeems, to take 7ithes of the 'Zews only, and 
according to'the Law: Zhat Law changing of neceſfity with. the Prieft- 
hood, noother ſorr of Miniſters, as they muſt needs be no other ſort, under 
another Prieſthood, can receive that tribute of Zithes which felt with thar 
Law , unleſs renew'd by any other expreſs command, and according to no 
other Law: no ſuch Law is extant. Next, Melchiſedec not as a Miniſter, but 
as Chriſt himſelf in perſon bleſled fbraham, who had the Promiſes, ver. 6, and 
in him bleſfe4 all, borh Miniſters and People; both, of the Law and the Gol- 
 pel; thar Bleſſing declar'd him prryecr and better than, whom he bleſſed, 
wer.7. receiving Z7ithes, of chem all, not as mainrainance, which Melchifedec 
needed not, but as a'fign of homage to their King and Prieſt : whereas 

Miniſters. bear not the Perſon of Chriſt in his Prieſthood 'or Kingſhip, ble/* 
nat «s be bleſſes, are nbt by their 'Bleffing greater than Abraham , and all the 
Faithful with' themſelves included' in him ; cannot” both give and take 7ithes 
7 Arivahhot claim rv themſelves that fign of our Allegiance due on- 
}y roour Etefrial King- and Prieft ,. cannor therefore derive 7ithes- from 
Melchiſcdee. "Laftly, the eighth verſe' hath thus : ere men that die receive 
Tith.s: there, he recerved th:m\, 4 whom it is ' witneſſ a that he lived. Which 
words intiffiate that as he ſuffered himſelf onte thr us, fo he received 
4 once 
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Oli of thi Church; -\'\ 'D 
once of us in Abraharn, and in' that plate the Typical acknowledgment of our 
Redemption: which had it beeffa-perpetual Annuitie'to Chriſt,by him claim'd 
x” his dne, Zevi muſt haue -paid 1t Fearly, as well as then, ver. 9. and 
our Miniſters ought'ftill to/ſome Melchifiedes or other, as well now asthey did 
in Abr4h44%. But tliat Chriſt hever claimWajiy ſuth tently as his Annual due, 
much leſs reſign'd'ir'to the Miniſters; his'{o officious receivers without expreſs 
corimiſſion or affignment, will yet be'iclearer as we proceed. Zhusmuch 
may at'length' aſſure us , -that- this example of Abrabam and Melchiſedec, 
though: I {ce of Jate' they build moſt uponit, can fo little be the ground of 
any Law to us;'that it will \not ſo much avail them as'to the autority of 
4n example. Of like Impertinence is that example ' of Zacob, Ger: 48. 22 
who of tis free ehoiſe, not enjoyncd by:any Law, vow'd the tenth of all thac 
God ſhould give him : which for ought appears to the contrary» he -vow'd 
a5 a thing" no leſs indifferent before his vow, than the foregoing part thereof; 
that the Srone- which he -Hgd ſet there for a Pillar” ſhould be God's Houſe: 
And'tg whom vowed he his tenth, but toGod® not to any Prieſt ; for we read 
of nofiet5-him greater than himſelf : and to God,no doubt,” but he paid what 
vowed*s-bothin building of that ZBerheb with other -Altars elſewhere, and 
the'cEperice -of his continual Sacrifices, which none. but he had right to of 
6. ' 'owever therefore he paid his-tenth,, it could in'no likelihood, un- 
lefs'by Yach--anottaſion as befel-his Grandfather, be to afy Prieſt. Bur, 
fay they, ll the- Tibhe of the ' Land,' whether of the Seed of the Land, or of the 
fraiPof the Trees thi Lprdt.j holy uw the Loyd ; ' Levit, 25. 30.” And this 
before*ſt was given to theLevites ; therefore - ſince they ceaſed. .No Que- 
ſtion ; *For the whole: earth "rhe Lords, and the fulneſs nero » "Pſal. 24. x. 
and-tF&1j#ht of tiiture ſhew$usnoleſs ; but that the-renth is his, more than 
the#sſt>how' know I, butas he ſo deelares.it? He declares it ſo here of the/ 
Lah#of _— ;-as by lt circumftances appears; -and paſſes, by deed of 
Gifextlisltenrh roche Zeomtyyeriſfoas offered to him firft'a Heeve-offering,and. 
cotifecrdted'on his Altdrijv/Neumb. 18-21} which I had as little known, 
bur bthat Evideg6e:: The Zavites arerceaſed , the Gift rrerurns ro the Gover. 
Hol ithenzcin welnow:thar he hath gifen it to any other; or how'can theſe 
ren {Prefume to take-it unoftered fixit to God , unconſecrated z without an: 
othgr :dear ard expreſs donation ; whereof they ſhew no evidence or wri-. 
ritiget Polides he-hath now:alienatedthat Holy Land ; who can warrantably 
affirm} hit hethath fince- hallowed the cenath of: :this Land x whidh none 
burl Got? Hatt-pbwer -£o do or. can warrant © Their :laſt Proof they cite out 
of the Goſpel; which 'makes-as little for them ; Aatth. 23. 23: where our 
Savidtiy d6nountihp #$to the Scribes and Phariſees, who paid Tithe' ſo.exaQ- 
ly, art dffiitred weightier 'matrers,! tells them, that theſe they ought-to have 
donegithat is,to have-paid Tithes. For onr Saviour fpake then to thoſe - who: 
obſtrvzd the Law of Moſes , which was. yet not fully [abrogated , till the 
deftfg&ibiof ' the Temple. : And by the way here we may obſerve out of 
thei '5Wh Proofthat the Scribes and Phariſees though then chiefTeachers of 
thePeofile; fuch'ar laft as were mot Zevires, did not take Tithes, bur paid them 
fo ;:pqmuchlefs were che Scribes and Phariſees im thoſe worlt times than. 
our$Ht this day: '!'This'is fo-apparent to the reformed Divines of other Coun- 
trys;- that?wheranp one of ours hath attempted in Latine to maintain this 
argiinient of 'Tithes'; thongh a man would think"they might ſuffer him 
without oppolicion in a point equally tending to'the advantage of allMinifters, ' 

(hey forbear not to oppoſe-him, as in a Do&rine not fit to paſs unop- 
les nder the -Goſpel, 'Which"ſhews the — the CES 
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1s Means to remove Hirelings 


of thoſe Foreign Paſtors with the maintainance given them ; their finceri-. 
ty alſo inthe on pr ns leſs gainful , and the avarice of ours ; who 
through the Love of theirold Papiſtical Tithes, conſider not the weak argy- 
ments, or rather conjeQures and ſurmiſes which they bring to defend them. 
On the other ſide , although it be ſufficient to have proved ia general, 
the aboliſhing of Tithes, as part of the Judaical or Ceremonial Law,- which 
3sS aboliſhed, all, as well as that before as that after Zoſes; yet I ſhall 
further prove them abrogated,by an expreſs Ordinance of the Golpel,founded 
not on any 7ype or that Municipal Law of Moſes, but on moral and: general 
Equity, given us inſtead, 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. Azow you not that they who mini. 
ſfter about holy things , live of the things of the Temple ; and th:y which wait at 
the Altar , are partakers with the Altar ? So alſo the Lord hath ordained; that 
they who preach the Goſpel , ſhould live of th: Goſpel. He ſaith not, ſhould live 
of things which were ofthe 7emple or of the Altar , of which were 7ithes, 
for that had given them a clear 7itle , but abrogating that former Law of 
Moſes, which determined what and bow much by a latterQrdiaance of Chriſt, 
which leaves the what and how much indefinite and free, ſo ir be ſufficienc 
to live on; he ſaith, 7he Lord hath ſo ordained ; that they mho preath the 
Goſpel , fbould live of the Goſpel; which hath neither 7emple, Altar, 
por Sacrifice. Heb. 7.13. For be of whom theſe things are ſpoken, pertainuh to 
another Tribe, of which no man give attendance at the Altar«, his Miaiſters 
therefore cannot thence have Tithes. And where the. Lord hath ſo ordai- 
ned, we may find eaſily in more than one. Evangeliſt. Zeke. 16+ 7, 8. /# 
the ſume Houſe remain eating and drinking ſuch things as th:y give: for the {a- 
bourer -1s worthy of bis Hire , &c. And into what City ſorver you. exter , and 
they receive you ; eat ſuch things as are ſet before you. 7owhich Ordinance of 
Chriſt it may feem likelieft , rhac the Apoltlc:refery us, both here and: 
17 a. 6. 18. where he cites this, as the ſaying of our Saviour , 7h the 
Zaboxrer wworthy of bis Hire : and both by this place of Zake ,, and:that;'of 
Mis. vs. g, 10, 11. it evidently , thar our Saviour ordained nocer- 
tain mnaimainance for his Apoſtles or Miniſters., publi or privately 4a 
houſe or City received, but that what ever it were , which might ſuffoe: 
todive on; and this not commanded or proportioned by Abram ,- or by: 
Aﬀefes , whom he might cafily have here cited:, as his manner was: bur. 
deblaved only by a rule of common <quity which proportions the hire: 
aswell ro the abilicic of ſhim who gives , as tothe labour of him-wha; re-- 
ceives;; amdiecommends him only as worthy , not inveſts hig with. a Le- 
gal right. Amd mark whereon he grounds this ordinance; nog-on a-per- 
petual righe'of  Tithes from Melchiſedec, as Hirelings pretend, 'whigh,;he- 
never clamed either for 'hunſelf , or for his Miniſters , but one-'the jplain 
and gommon-equity of. rewarding the Labourer, worthy ſometimes of ſingle, 
{amerimes of double honour,not proportionable by 7ithes. And the Apaitle,, 
in this forecieed chapter to the Corimehions, ver. 11, affirms it to. be nogreac. 
Tecompencei»if carnal things be reaped for ſpirituel ſown ;! but ro mention , - 
7wbes ,, negiefts here the. ficteſt occaſion , rhat could be offered hing>,and 
leaves the reſt free and / undermined. Certainly if Chriſt or his Apdſtles- 
had approved of 7thes , they would have either by. writing, ur. tradition. 
recommended: them to the Church; and that ſoon would have appeared. in 
rattife tof! thoſe Primutive and the next Ages: But- for the. firſt, three. 
undved 'years and more, in all the Eccleſiaſtical Story ,'I find no {uch;.Do--. 
armor uxample; though:error by that time had brought back again rigſts, 
Altars and Odlations ; and 3n many other points /of Religion had- mi ora 
| Judaiz” 


out of the,.Cburcha..t = 


Fudaiz'd . the Church, _ Sv that the od thesp after: a long 
>mp and tedious preparation out ;of Heathen athe igg us that 


F- \ches were paid to Hercules and Aholb, which perhaps, bl ;{Mifated from 
the Fews, and as it, were beſpeakjng Fort: "expectation, | that they will, bound 
much more with autoricies, out of., Chriſtian. FH 4 hpve nothing. of ge- 
neral approbation to begin with , from. the, fir{f three or four Ages, but 
thar which abundantly ſerves to the confutatipn of their - Tithes , while 
hey. confeſs thac Church-man in thoſe. Ages lived" meerly upon Free-wil 
O:Fcrings., Nejther can they ſay , that, Tithes were nor ;then a pat for want 
of Civil Magiſtrates t9 orgpinebem x for Figs p- had then alſo, Lands, and' 
he give out: of them what they p! ; and yer of dogg given, we 
mighe mention. + And the firſt 2h i Emperoqurs > Who. did. all Ng 
as.. Biſhops advil's them ; ſuppld what was wanting to. the Clergy. 
Dot out of Tiches which were neyer  mationed, FOE out of* their av. 
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Honey” , or in b L LATE TA "4 F ERS ot .Tithes ; 
nar 1wWithout. reaſon, for they Fs Y.: CCOLVE. + that Tithes were. fit- 
od. tothe Fes only ; a National £ in or f lets ; 
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pau Agr well P's ears, FO | Gradl 2: pred et e greasel}-pars.. 
( Sppes Paganiſm es, which the: Papi 10 
veigled by Gan dchs PIER: 0 ns. retain t9.his, c jo 0. 
purpoſe thoſe Degrees -of :l&know, not whar Biſbops, to a'F I : 
HOPS: who ,haxg thrown! M9 bath, Biſhops and Altars., and, 
ormation- by, the. wardigf., God * And that Altars brought. i74tt 

For ey fp cos en ey begs another, 13 Fpieat \by one. of « 

ons, which the Monk opoundegfo.the Pope, concern thine 
which by Offerings of the Heck bf ol pou Fo Alt Ave yp pk fe Fi 
r. 27. Ifthen-by-thele Teſtimonies we muſt have Za iches continued 1, CR 
again' have Altars. | Of Fathers, by Cuſtom ſo called ,, they; quate Aw- 
broſe, Auguſtin, ang {ome, gthez Ceremonial DoQtors of "the: ven, 
whole aſlertion withaur nes Scripture, no refo canad- 
Mit :; od what they vouch, is founded on the Law of, Mo oſes, with ray 
every 
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ifolly* iſtaker# the aogin' Gnco orate " the Goſp el; a 
FB Rt df thi of gh P therki 


4 itular Firhers,perhaps' an Age.or two before thera, 
by many: Rights: hoy "Ceremonies , both Zw7ſb and Heatheniſh introdiie & 


whereby: thinkin ee Fam all, they loft all* and cinftead of winnims 
Fews KN Pazins to be"Ch riſtians*by too "much: condeletnding they -tyr. 


cad Chriftans | into, Zovs and Payars, To heap fich uncofivincing Citations ' 


«s theſe" in Religion',, whereof the ep ne only is our Rule, argues 
fot! ney learning x nor Judgment ;*t bux' the Toft - labour of much *unprofi- 
table rea 200g ol, FEE. Tate hot C wt for 7ithes ,- whom he may Know 
by his wit lyin ever © beſide tint'in the Margert » to be ever belides 
his wits 5d. Fe 5. ; © fitrce Reformer once, now ranckl'd with a' Coritrary 


hear, Þ ago get 'back'very reformedly irjdeed; to learn Reformation from 


Tywdera and Rebuſfitwo Canonical Promoters. They, prodace next,'the 'Inci- 


ent ſtitutions of this Latid, Sax0n Laws, Edits of Kings, and' their Conn: 


cels from Feet ap in the 'year nine hnadfed twenty (eight, that Tithes by 
rare LN "Sing" ing t produce” -fron” Zh#abave TY hundred years 
before; " Komeſet"fr Perdtdigi) wny, was by » food Statute Law paid 
ro the Pope: Teventhyndred rwenmy five, k FE almoſt as Jong 'contt- 


nu'd. ' Ang' who 'know$” not,” that: his _ y * ithes] was -enaRted 'by 
thoſe Kings" add - Baron$ ,"u oo by; y had'of - their Divins 
Riphr, as* ripe: 'very 7 nt = Confer, 'in* the'*cloſe 

of* thar Tay "for Blefled Anti" CE pair meaning the Monk; 
oo 'irſt*Hrovght the Komiſh 6 ico of Wnpland, "from Gregory this 
Pope, * Aadby the? Gay, 1 Min as Laws ," mitatieg'*the 
Liws of *Mfofes ; the thiy of 'T Nick | was' the Prieſts due; the 
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It God ty reflored? for' a 2 Happier: v/ Reformation; 0 1 nþoſe-! upon 
1 TAP "Ceretnotiia] Jaw Sand{yer from'th tTaw 46: be'imore"irre- 
8 Jhd diwarrantgble- more Daramn witlt FP tovetbul? C1 90th 
of thoſe 'Popiſh Kings gs and Pa &d,'- ARGthep" ff 

\ eOPlead that Tithes RN ONE Mora FAYz 5 "the Sabbath',”a ten! 
kf fnfrts WP well *as's ſeayerh of pr A. r,*thar the Preldtes\who 
>this 'Argntnent !iYhave leaſt reafon ve it; denying morality” ic 
THe Gage: therein better agtcemg with Gefoftned Churthes a- 

- hb reft 'of 'our: Divthes.'--A Pltherefore, the Seaveath day is 
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of other” mitnbers 6 ſeither is! the” tenth-.of our gods , 
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- as. this! be ſuffered in her Miniſters ,.and.ig:that which: 


only 4 convenietit ſubliſtance morally due 0; Miniſters; the laſt atid . 
loxt of their Arguments, that mien purehbas'd pot. theit Tithe with theirTs 

and ſuch like Pettifoggery,l omit, as refuted {uffiiciently byiothers: I bmit-alſa: 
their violepr and irreligious exaQtions, related ag/leſs oredibly t their: ſeifing 
of :Pors.andPans from the Poor, who haye as: good Right to Tithes as they 3) 
fromſome, the very. Beds ; their ſucing:and;wmpriſaging,' worſe, than, when 


' the Ganon Law! was in, force; worle than: when 4tioſe.Sons- of + £{ were 


Prieſts, whoſe: manner was thus to ſeiſe. thein: pretended: Prieftly due by: 
force, 1 Sam, 2-42, 6. Hhereby, mers abhorted the- offering 'of the rtlopyets 4 
it.may be feared thatmany will as muek. abhor the Goſpel ; if filgh violeace 
; 'alſopretend ta bt: 
the offering of the -Lard, - 'Fox- thote-fons of Bek/- within ſome limits, 
made ſeiſure of what they knew, was gheir.own.by an padoubted.Law but 
theſe.» from. whom thers...is no ay Kiſ.qut ob gens grougds:,: 
out of mens houſes their ather goods of double, ſametimes: of treble value; 
for that; which did not Covetouſreſs and. Rapine blind: ahem, they +0 be) 
not their own by. the Goſpel which.zhey preach. Of ſome mare tolerable than 
theſe; thus ſeverely God hath ſpoken: /4:48.10« &6. They ng > is they 
all lngk totheir own way , every one: for his geip 5from bis quarter. With what an- 
ger then will he judge thery who:ftand noglooking, butunder eolour.of a Dis 


| vige Right , fetch by force'thag which is not their qwn,. taking;: his-aame nos 
in vain, but in violence? Nor content-as Gebgni was ta: make acunnivg buta” 
conſtrained advantage of whaz their Maften bids: them:gue freely 4 How cam: 


they but return ſmjrreo, worſe: than that ſharking Minſter, -yvitha Spiritual 


Leprofie 2 And yet-they cryput .Sacriledge, 'that men; vyillnot-be-gul/dand: 


bad the Tenth of their Eſtates by giving credit to-frivolous preterices of D.i> 


vine: Right. Where did Gad ever eleaglyi declare'to all Nations 5:07 in all. 


Lands: ( and none but Fools, part, with: their Eſtates» witbouriglearoft of 
evidence, on bare ſuppoſals and preſumpions of thenr who-are the gainers 
thereby ) that he required the.tenth due-ea:him op: þis ſon perperually.and! 
i0 all places 2 Where did he demand it, [that we might: certainly; know, as' 
io all claims of temporal. right, what is. juſt and xeaſopable:? or 3f demands; 
ed, where did he deſign it 5 or by what-evident, conveyance to Miniſters: 
Unleſs they can demonſtrate this ; by; 'more than; eonjeQures z their::iTitle 
can be no better to Tithes.,than the Titles of: Gehazs was. to: thoſe things 
which by abuſing .his Maſters: narne he roaked from /Veenen.. Much leis;; 
where did he command that: Tirhes:; ſhould be 'ferctit. by fordeg:whers: 


left not under the Goſpel whatever his of ht: was » tothe-Free-willofferings 


of men? Which-is the greatet Sacriledge, to: belies Divine: Autacitie , to: 
make the name 'of Chriſt acceflary 10. viplence ; and robbing chim;-of the: 
very Honour which he. atmed -at-,an. RE freely the++Gaſpel, 
to commit Simonie : and -Rapine » both: :Secular and. Eccleſiaſtical; or ory 
the other ſide not to. give thetenth: of ciyil right. and propnicty: to: the 
tricks and impoſtures of Clergy-mengi cantriv'd - with . all the art and ar-. 
gument that their' bellies can invent or ſuggeſt, yet-{o; ridiculous and pre- 
ſumingon the Peoples dujne(s or ſuperſtition, as toithink they -prove the 
divine right of their maintainance by 46x, paying: Tithes th Melchifedee, 
when as Me/chiſedec in that. paſlage rather gave maintenance: to Abram ; 
in whom all ; both Prieſts and Miniſters, 2s well-as Lay-men, paid Tirhes, 
not received them. And becauſe 1 affirm both. z beginaing this:Srft. part 
of my Diſcourſe, that God [hath given '$0 Mioiſters pm -x - 
at hath 

nr 


maintenance only which is juſtly given _— let us ſee a lixtle . w _ 


wet # 
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4 Means t6:romoxed Hirelings 
rqcogh! of tlidt ortiey maintenance beſides” Tithes'/which-/of alk Pro- 
thftadrs:yibgv! Exgls Divines; either only? moſt apparently both re. 
quise3and kake:'.! Tho: are Fees bfor Chiiſtnings!; Marriages', and Burials; 
whack! t whaſo will, mayggive freely-4 yet being Hot of Tight, bur 
af'free gift}/if1 theyibe/t rated: of eftabliſhed; they become* unjuſt ro them 
who // 122008 91% pe gr nt of 4uch evil note that Even the 
Gwncilsf Urewy op, 240, mikesther lyable to the” Laws againſt Si. 
m6nieb, who rdkeormgertiand-Fecs'for the-vaG miniſtring of any Sacrament; 
Ghenle finpdo len levare ob abuſs vnrrederts;, 5) And in thenemPage with like 
lexericyeakdemhs the; !givingzor raking for # Benefice, andthe celebrating of 
Meviages71Chviſtoings add Burifls): for Fees'Exatted or 'demanded;;''nor 
coums irtefk SimonicteRllithepround'broplice of Burial. And ina State: 
Aſſtmbly-lab20)leanny; 1369, it wias/dgereeds-!!Che non i poteſſe +ſſiger rofa'al- 
cans VP, P12 Yh gp That norhigetſbowid 'be txatt:d-i for the adminiſtring of 
Stef anentdy "Why ials Of tany aber Spiritaal: Fuxiction. Thus much that Coun- 
of of lh rethers temiſt: Popifts;! and this &fſembly of Papiſts.;/rhough, 
by | cher own Ro {}n;'Botidage'ito' the Clergy ,, were induc'd!z ej- 
rher þy*Ahtbiv own teaſenand ſhame, or by* the light of 'Reformationthen 
ſhining! tniupen rbert3»or-racher. Þy> the tkndwn' Canons of many Councels 
and Sy hedg0loag-before!, to! chndemn'vf Simbaie Spiritual Fees demarided. - 
For: if itheAMingtter ba imaintain'd” for his whele'Miniſtry ; why ſhould he 
be: ny 0804 rent anyi pare thereof? - Why/-fhould” he , hike 'a Servant: ſeek 
above hÞ wages? As for Chriftnings, either they themſelves call Men to 
Baptiſin; of )Men. off themſplves:come - If Miniſters invite, how ill had ir 
becomed:F vb the 'iBuptiſt! to. demand: Fees 'for /his Baprifing ; or Chriſt 
for his :Qh#itnjngs®? Far leſs becomes” it theſe now ; with a greedineſs 
lower than thatof Tradesmen; ealling-Paſſengers to their Shop, and'yet paid 


beforehand g/tousk again, ifor-doing that which thoſe .therr Founders did - 


did-freely:'!? If Men of themtelves:come-to Baptiſed, they are either broughr 
by: fuck as already pay{the Miniſter; or come to be one of his Diſciples and 
Mainraimery |j/i0f'*w hom to aslbu'Fee as'itwere:for entrance, is a peice. of 

Crafts or- Caution y befitting none but:: beggarly. Artiſts. Burials 
and!Marekges are/ſotittiero beanypartiof theirgain, that they who conſider 
well imay-find them toibe no-parrotiitheir Fantion, ' ArrBurials theirAtren- 
dance't eadge-0n the Corps ;all theGueſts'do as mucthrunhir'd ; but their 
praier e Grave ſuperſitiouſirequired:=yetif,xequired, :their !aſt-perfor- 
mance'tothedeceaſtti of their owinFlock,'! But?the Funeral Sermon, at their 
Choiſefioebif-not;{anioecaſion offered: then to preach out of ſeaſon, which is 


-one partofrheir.officel'Bur-ſomerthinpamuſt be fpoken/in praiſe: iF Jae, their Du- 


ty:51f 'undde, their'Corruprion/tapeculiar' Simonie of our Divines in England 
anly:Bu#the'ground isbroken;and efpecially their unrighteouspoſſeſfion of rhe 
Channel aTo ſellthat; will not IS up in3adgment the/Councel of 7 ent: 
againſt therybut wilt looſe them the xeſtiChampion of Tithes,their zealous An- 
tiquary, :Sir Hex, Spent; who'ina Book wtitten: to thar purpoſe, by many: 
cited Canonsand fomeeven of tittes corrupteſt/in the Church, proves that Fees 
exatted or demandedifof Sacraments; Marriages, Burials, and eſpecially for 
interring,*are wickedy' accurſed, 'Simoniacal and abominable. Yet thus 
is the Church, for 'all-this noiſe ; of - Reformation, letr ſtill unreformed , 
by the cenſyre'of their own Synods, a Den of Theeves and Robbers. + As 
for Marriages that'Miniſters: ſhonld: not. meddle wich them , as nor ſanQt- 
figd'- or-legirimare withour their Celebration, I find no ground in Scripture, 
__ i £ SEED-3G: 5 TROHKY 05 \ , either 
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-eitherof precept or example. - Likeljeſt it is'2 ( which our Se/dez hath well 
 obſetv'd;; *L.- 2.6.29, nx. £6, ) That'in imitation 'of *Heathen Prieſts', who 
were 'wontat Nuptials rouſe-many Rite#and Ceremonies, and eſpecially 
judging it would be profitable, and*the- increaſe bf their- Avtority, not 
co be Spettarors only in buſinelesof (uch concernment tothe Lite'of Man; 
they infrauated tlizt Marriage was not holy 'withour their Benedidion', and 
tor the”: better colour, - made it a Sacrament © being of 4r: ſelf civil Ordi- 
nance; 'a Houſhold contra&ts: a thing indifferent! aiid free to the 'whole Race 
of Mankind ,” not'as Teligious-;''bur'as men/;- beſts indeed ; utidertaken to 
religious ends z ahd/ as the Apoſtle faith', 1 Cor 5.' 4th: Lord. - Yer 


. inot«cherefore igvalid or unholy, without 'a' Minter and his* pretended 
neceſſary. ballowing, more * than any! other A@} Enterpriſe- or | Con- . 


tract of Civil-Life 3 which- ought all: to -be: done"in® the Lord-and to- his 
glory.' .A!l whieh; no leſs than Marriage} were by: the cunning &f- Prieſts 
heretofore , as material to-their profit, trafſated at the Altar; Our Dt- 
;vines 'denie it'to' be a Sacrament, yet retain'd'the Celebration, till prudenr- 
ly a/late Parliament: recovered the civil liberty of Marriage 'from their in- 
chroachmeat;; /arid' transferred the 'ratifying and*regiftriog thereof, fram 
Canonical Shop th the proper Cognizance of Civil Magiſtrates.” - Seeing then, 
that God hathgiven to Minifters under'the Goſpel; /rhat only which is jJuſ- 
ly given them , thar js to ſay ,, a due and moderaretLivehhood; tlie hire bf 
their» Labour z- and thar the Heave-OJering -of 'Tithes is aboliſhed with the 
Altar , yea though not aboliſhed , yer. lawleſs , - they injoy them ; their 
M.lchiſed:ciau' Right allo trivial and growundleſs ;- and both Tithes'and 'Fees, 
if exacted or eſtabliſhed , ugjuſt or feandalous, we may hope <4} with them 
removed , to remov'd Hirelings in ſome good meaſure,' whom'itheſe  rempr- 


*-10g Baits by Law eſpecially to be recovered, allure into the Chureh. nt 0 
- The-next thing to be conf{dered in the maintainanee of 'Mikifters', is! by. 
whom. it ſhall be given 2 '- Wherein (though the 1 ght of -Reaſon mighr 


ſuriciently inform us ; it will be: beſt ro conſulr the Scripture # Gal: 6.6. 
L-t him that 1s4aufht in the word, communicate to him \that teachethin-all ' pood 
things; that is to {ay in all manner of -Gratitude, to'his' ability 1 Cop. 
8. 11. If we have ſown unto you ſiritual*things mit a great matter sfv6:4eap your 
carnal thinzs : To'whom therefore hath - nbt' "been Tootn » from him/where- 
tore ſhould be reap'd 2 Fim.'s5.' 17. Let th: Elders that rule well-be-caunted 
worthy of donbl: Honour ; eſpecially they who tabonr in' the* Yord: aund' Doftrine. 


- By thele places we ſce, 'was giver either by every ne 1n- particular 'who 
had been inſtruRed, or by all 'them in common , braight-into theChurch- 


Treaſurie and diftributed to the Miniſters according to'their-ſeveral Zabours; 
and that was judged either by ſome extraordinary Perſons as: 7:»w0thy.,- who 
by the Apoſtle wa$then left at Epk-ſam, 2 Tim. 4 5. oF by ſomes whom 
the Church deftited that care. This is ſo agreable to-Reaſon'andiſoclear, 
that any one may perceive what iniquuiry - and - violence hath prevailed ſince 
in the Church, whereby it hath been ſo ordered, that they alſs ſhalbe'ts 
recompence the Parochial Miniſter,  who'neither' choſe him for-cheirTeachvr, 
nor have received inſtruction from him, as being/either inſufficient , or 
not reſident, or inferiour to whom they follow ; wherein to baB'theif choie, 
is to violate Chriſtian Liberty: Our Law-Books' teſtifie; that bsfore the Coun 
cel of Lateras in the year '1175, and the fifth of our! Henry: 2-08 rather 
before a Decretal Epiſtle of Pope /2»0c:nt the "third , about x3093 and the 
firſt of King Fob» ,' any man might have his Tithes'to what ſpiritual" Perſon he 
woulz; and , as the L. Coke notes on © that place 5 ſnſtit, pars.'s. CT 
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\Decretal bound wot the Subjects of this Realm, but as it ſecrn'd juſt and reaſonable. 
The Pope took his reafon rightly from the above cited place, '1 Cpr,g. 11. 
Bur falſly ſuppold every one to.be inſtruted by bis Pariſh-Prieſt. -. Wherher 
this were then firfh {9 decreed, or rather long before ; as may ſeem, by the 
Laws of £Egpar ang Caxnte., that Firhes where to be paid, not to whom he 
would that paid them ,' bur tothe Cathedral Church or the Pariſh Prieſt 
It imports not, ſince the reaſon which they,them(ſelves bring, built ona. falſe 
Suppolition., becomes | infirm and-abſurd , that he ſhould.xeap from me, 
,who ſows not to me; be. the cauſe either his. defe& or my free choiſe, Byt 
here it will be readily abjeQed ; 'what if they who are to be inſtruQted he 
notable to maintain a Miniſter -, as in many Villages? 1 anſwer , that the 
Scriptures ſhew:in- many places-what ought to be done herejn. Firſt , 1 
offer it to the Reaſon, of any Man, whether he think the Knowledg of Chri- 
ſtian. Religion harder than ny other Art or Science to attain. I ſippoſe 
he will grant that it is far cafjer, both of it ſelf, and in regard of Gods aſh- 
ſting Spirit ; not particularly promiſ®d us to the attainment of any other | 
Knowledg , but of this only : ſince it: was preached as well to the Sh 
herds of Bethleew. by Angels ; as to the Eaſtern Wiſe Men by that Star : and 
our . Saviour declares himſelf a»pizted to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, Lake. 
4- 18. then ſurely to their capacitie. They- who after him firſt taughe ir, 
-were otherwiſe unlearned Men. They who before Hue and Zather firſt 
reformed it , were for the meaneſs of their condition , 'called the poor men of 
Lions; andin Flanders, at this day, les guew, which is to ſay Beggars. There- 
fore are the Scriptures tranſlated into every vulgar Tongue ; as beiog held in 
main matters of Beljef.and Salvation, plain and .caſfic to rhe pooreſt , and ſuch 
 _noleſs than their Teachers have the Spirit to guide them in all Truth, #4. 
I 4. 26. and: 16, 13. ; Hence we may conclude z, it Men be got all their Life 
time under. a Teacher tolearn Logic , Natural Philoſophy , Ethics or Ma- 
thematics , which are more difficult ; that certainly it 1s not neceſſary ro 
the attainment of Chriſtiaa Knowledg , that Men ſhould fit all cheir Life 
long 'at the feet of a_Pulpited Divine, while he a Lollard indeed over his. 
Elbow-Cuſhion, in almoſt the ſeaventh part of 40. or 50.' years , teaches 
them ſcarce half the Principles of Religiony and his Sheep oft-times fit the 
while toas little purpoſe of Benefitting , as the Sheep ia their Pues at Smeith- 
feld; and for the moſt part by ſome Simonije or other, bought ahd fold 
like them: or if this compariſon be too low, like theſe women , 1 7im. 3. 7 
ever learning and never att4ining; yet not ſo much through* their own 
fault), as through the unskilful and 1mmethodical Teaching of their Paſtor; 
teaching here and there at random, out of this or that Text, 'as his cafe or 
fanke, and oft-times as his ſtealth guides him. - Seeing. that Chriſtian Re- 
ligion may be ſo caſily attain'd , and by -meaneſt capacities ; it cannor be 
much difficult ro find waies , both how the Poor, yea-all men may be 
Jon 'tavght what is to be known of Chriſtianity, and they who teachthem, 
ns ode Firſt if, Miniſters of their own accord, who pretend that they 
are call'd and ſent to preach the Goſpel, thoſe eſpecially who have no par- 
ticular flock , would imitate our Saviour and his Diſciples, who wear prea- 
ching through the Villages, - not only through the Cities, Mat. 9g. 35. Aſark 
6. 6. Lake1 3. 22. Ads 8. 25. and there preached to the Poor as well as 
ro the Rich, looking for no recompence but in Heaven, Fehr 4.35, 36. Look 
on the Fields , for they are white already to Harveſt ; and he that reapeth recejveth 
wages, and gathexerh Fruit unto Life Frernal, This was their wages. Bur 
they will To reply, we ourſelyes have nct wherewithall ; who {hall bear 


the 


' that City , and had taught many ; they returned again'to. 
«nd Antioch , confirming the Souls of the, Diſciples , und: exhorting-them' to con- - 
tine in the Faith. and Chap.. 15: 36. Zet ws go again and viſt our Brethren.” 
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the charpes of our journey 2 To whom it may as ſoon be anſwered;--that'in 
likelihood they are nat poorer, than they who did thus; and if they havecnor 
the ſame faith , which thoſe Diſciples had to truſt in God and the promiſe of 
Chriſt for their maintenance as. they did ,. and yet intrude into the Miniſtery 
without any livelihood of their own , they calt themſelves into 'a miſerable 
hazard or temptation, and. oft-times into a miſerable neceſſity , either to 
ſtarve or pleaſe their Maſter rather than Gods and give men. juſt :cauſe-to 
ſuſpeR, that they came neither call'd nor ſent from above to preach the word, 
but from below, by the inſtinct. of | their own. hunger , to feed -upon the 
Church. . Yet grant it needful to allow them both the charges of their jour- 
ncy,and the hires of their labour : it belong next unto the. charity of richer 
Congregations, where moſt commonly they abound with Teachers, to ſand 
ſome ot cheir number to the. .Villages round, as. the Apoſtle from Zersſglem 
ſeat Peter and Fohntorthe City and: Villages of Samaria, As. 8. 14 25.0r 
as the Church at #ernſalem i ſent' Barnabas to Antioch, chap. 11. 22. an 

other Churches jonyning , ſent Zuke'to rravel with Pazl, 2 (Cor. 8. 19. 
though whether they had their charges' born by the Church;or no, it be 
not recorded. Tf it be objeQed, that this Itinerary Preaching will not ſerve 
+> plant the Goſpel in thoje places ; unleſs they who are ſent , abide there 
"me competent time ; T an{wer thar 1f they ſtay therea year or two, which 
2s the longeſt time uſually. ftaid by the. Apoſtles'in one. place it may. 
:Hice to teach them , who wall attend and learn all-the- points of Religion 
accc{ſary to Salvation ; - then: ſotting. them into -ſeveral Congregatians of a 
mocerate number, out of the ableſt and zealouſeſt among' then to create 'El- 
iers.; who exerciſing and requiring.trom themſelves what they have learned, 
{for no learning .is retaind; without conſtant exerciſe'and 'methodical- repe- 


. rition) .may teach, and govern the reſt ;: and ſo exhorted to continue faithful 


and ſtedfaft , they may ſecurely be committed to"the providence of 'God , 


and the guidance of his Holy Spirit g, till God may-offer ſome 'opportuni-' 


ty to them again , and to confirm them': which when they have done; they 
have done as much as the Apoſtles were wont' todo- in propogating the Gof- 
pel, Ats14. v. 3.' And wh:n they had ordained them Elders in every ch, and 
praied with faſting , they commended them t0:the Lord, on whom they believed. 
And in the fame -chapter, ver.'21. 22. #hen they: hid preached the Goſpel to- 


And wer. 41. He went through Syria and: Cilicia , :confirming (the: Churches. 


To rheſe I might add other helps., which. we enjoy now-,” toingke more. 
eaſe the attainment of Chriſtian Religiot\by the meageft : the Enrize'Scrip- 


tore tranſlated into E»215fp ;- with pledty of Notes and ſome” where or 
other, I truſt may be found, ſomie. wholſome Body of: Divitity; as they 
call it, without School-Terms wand . Metaphyſical Notions ; which have ob- 


ſcur'd , rather than explain'd our Religioh;, and-mads it! ſeem: difficule: 


without cauſe. Thus taught once. for: all-;-and thus' now afd-thenwviſited 


and confirmed , inthe. molt deſtitute and; pooreſt placesof the'Land/;/ under 


the Government of their own. Elders ,: performing all' Miniſterial offices 


among them ,. they may be truſted to meet-and edifie.one nother; whether 


in Church or  Chappel, or to ſave them-the trudging of many Miles: thi- 
ther, nearer home ,” though in a  Houſeor- Banr, For-notwi ing 'the 


gaudy ſuperſtition of ſoine devoted Ktill p_— to. Temple; we may 
1a aMapger;' difdains- 
not 


be well aſſur'd , that he who diſdain'd not tobe lai 
| " 
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got to be preached ina Barn; and that by ſuch Meetings as theſe being 
indeed molt Apoſtolical and Primitive z they will in a- ſhort time advance 
more, in Chriſtian-Knowledge and | Reformation of Life , than by the many 
years preaching of fuch an Incumbent, I may fay ſach an Incubus oft-times, 
as will be meanly hired to abide long in thoſe places. They have this left 
perhaps ta object further, that to ſend thus and to maintain, though bur 
for azeargr two, Miniſters and Teachers in. ſeveral places, would fprove 
chargeable;to the Churches, though in Towns and Cities round about. To 
whom again I anſwer, that it.,was not thought ſo by them , who firſt 
thus propagated the Goſpel, though bur few.in number tous, and much leſs 
eble ro ſuſtain. che expence. Yet this expence would be much leſs, then to hire 
Ingpmbents,; or rather Incumbrances for a. Life-time ; and a great means 
( which is the Subje& of this Diſcourſe) to. diminiſh Herelings. But be 
the expence lefs or more, if it be found burdenſome to the Churches, they 
have in this Land aneaſie remedie -1n their Recourſe to the Civil Magj- 
ſtrate, whio hath in bis bands the diſpoſal of no ſmall Revenues left, per- 
haps, anciently, tro Superſtitious , but meant undoubtedly to good and beſt 
uſes; and (therefore once made publick, appliable by the preſent Magiſtrate, 
to {uch ufes a3: the-Church or folid Reaſon from whomſoever ſhall convince 
him-to think beſt... And: thoſe uſes may. be, no doub; , much rather than 
as Glebes-anf; Augmentations are now beſtowed, to grant ſuch requeſts 
as theſe of the: Churdhes, or to ere in greater (number all over the Land, 
Schools; and: campetent :Librarics to thoſe Schools ; where Languages and 
Arts may. bg taught- free together; without the needleſs , unprofitable and 
inzonventent: removing to another place, So. all the Land would ſoon be 
better civili*zd , and-they. who are taught freely at the publick coſt, might 
have their education given them on this condition'; that therewith content, 
they ſhauld-:not gad for: Prefermegt out of their own Country, but conti- 
nug therethankful tor what they havegeceived freely, beſtowing it as free- 
ly,0n.theit GCounery, without foaring above the meanneſs wherein they 
were bbrn Bur how they {hall live when they are thus bred and diſmis'd, 
will be RtitÞ the fluggiſh'objeRion: - To which is anſwered, that thoſe Pub. - 
lisk; Forlindations\\may beſo inſtituted , as therein may be at once brought 
up 16 Competence: (p-Learning, and to an honeſt Trade; and the Hours 
ati.Teaghingde ordered as their'Studie may be no hindrance to their La- 
beyr corvether:Calhogityz: this was the Breeding of St. Paw , 'though born of 
na. mran'Parents'; @:Free Citizen of. the Rowar Empire : ſo little did his 
Trade»debaRthim rharit rather” _—__ him to es that pits of- 
eachiogahe: Goſpel:, (through and Zurope at his own charges. Thus 
otra mie amor oe AL DENS ES, the Ancient ' Stock 
of, our: Reformatian; owithout theſe helps (which I ſpeak of ; bred up them- 
ſylvts in Trades Can efpecially in Phylick and' Surgery , as well as in the 
Sehdyy of Senipturen whitthiis chepnly True Theology) that they might be 
nd0;biirdenrtovirhs Church; andoby 'the Example of Chriſt , mighr ccnre 
torti Sonbaad>Bodiez:ithroughIadultry joining that to their Miniſtry , which, 
he: joyned2o ihis by: Gift of the Spirit. Thus relates Peter Giles 1n his -Hi- 
tory oft # AUD ENSES on Piedmont But our Miniſters think ſeorn 
to:nſek,Tradeg and ftount it the: Reproach of this Age, that Trades-men 
picach»the Goſpel, > It: were: to be wiſhed they were all Trades-men ; they 
vedaldqmbr: ' fo” many of them , for want of another Trade , make a 
Euade =of theirPitaching ; and yet they clamor that Trades-men Preach , 
and ebbchey> Preath while they- themſelves are the worſt Trades-men x 
ou F a 
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all. As for Church-Endowmenrs and Poſſeſſions ; I meet with nohe con- 
ſiderable before Conſtantine , but the Houſes and Gardens where they mer; 
and es of Burial- and I perſwade me, that! from them the 
Ancient //' 4/LDENSES, whom delervedly I cite ſooften ; held, that 
to endow Churches , is an evil thino ; andrthat the Church then fell off, and 
turned Whore, ſitting on that Beaſt inthe Revelation , when under Pope Sylve- 
fter ſhe received thoſe Temporal Donations.: So the forecited TraRate of their 


 Docrine teſtifies. This alſo their own Traditions of that Heavenly Voice 


witnes'd, and ſome of the Ancient Fathers then Living, foreſaw and deplor'd. 
And indeed , how could theſe Endowments thrive better with the Church, 
being unjuſtly taken by thoſeEmperors without Suffrage of the People , out 
of the Tribures and Publick Lands of each City whereby the People became 
liable to be oppreſted with other Taxes? Being therefore given for the 
molt, part by Kings and other publick Perſons, and fo likelicft out of the 
Publick, and if without the Peoples conſent, unjuſtly , however to publick 
ends of much concernment to the good or evil ofa Commonwealth ; and in 
that regard made publick though given by private Perfons;or which 15s worſe, 
given, as the Clergy thenperſwaded Men, for their Soul's health, a pious 
Gift 3 but as the truth was , oft-times a Bribe to God or Chrilt for Abſo- 
lution ,, as they were then taught, from Murders , Adulteries, and other 
hainous Crimes : -what ſhall be found heretofore given by Kings or Princes 
out of the publick, may juſtly by the Magiſtrate be recal]l'd and reappropriated 
to the Civil Revenue ; what by private or publick Perſons out of therr- own, 
the' Price for Blood or Luſt, or to ſuch Purgatorious and Superſtitions Uſes,nor 
only may but ought to be taken off from Chrift, as a 'foul diſhonour laid 
upon him , 'or not impiouſly given, nor in particular toany one , but in ge- 
neral to the Churches good , may be converted to that uſe , which ſhall be 
judged tending more to that end Thus did the Princes and Cities of Ger. 
»eny in the firit Reformation ; and defended rheir ſo doing by many Reaſoos, 
which are ſet down at large, in Sleidex 1.6. an. 1526, and 7. 11. 2.1537, 
and 4. 13. a 1540. But that the Magiſtrate, either out of that Church-Re- 
venue, which remains yet in kis hand , or eſtabliſhing any other Mainre- 
nance inſtead of Tithe, ſhould take into his own power the Stipendiary 
Maintenance inſtead of Church Miniſters , 9r compel it by Law ; can ſtand 
neither : with the Peoples Right not with Chriſtian Liberty , bur' would 
ſuſpend the Church wholly 'upon the State , 'and turn 'her Miniſters into 
State:Pentioners. And for the Magiſtrate in Perſon of x Nurſing Father to 
make-the Church his meer Ward, as alwajes in Minority, the Church 
to whom he ought as Magiſtrate, Zfz. 49. 23. To bow down his 
face \toward the , Farth , and lick up the duſt of h:r feet ; her to ſubject 
co his Political Dfifts, or conceived Opinions by* maſtering her Reve- 
nue, and fo by his Examinant Committees, as ſend her free EleCtion of 
Miniſters, is neither juſt nor. pions; no - honour doneto the Church , but a 
plain diſhonour ; and upon her, whoſe, only head 1s in Heaven , yea upon 
him, who is her only Head , ſets another in efte& ;\and which is moſt mon- 
ſrous, a Human- on Heavenly, a Carnal'ona Spiritual ; a Political Head 
on anEcclefiaſtical Body z which-ar laſt by ſuch Herero eneal.ſuch InceRtonous 
Conjun&ion, transforms her oft-times into a Beaſt of many Heads and ma- 
ny Horns. | For if the Church be of all Societies the Hovlielt on earth z and 
ſo tobe \reveng'd by the Magiſtrate z not to truſt! her with her own belief 
and integrity , and therefore not with the keeping , at lealt with the diſpo- 


ſing of what Revenue ſhall be found juſtly and lawfully her own, 18 to _ 
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the Church not a holy Congregation , but a Pack of giddy or. diſhoneſt Per. 


ſons , to be ruled by civil Power in ſacred Aﬀairs.But to proceed further in the 


truth yet more freely , ſecing the Chriſtian Church is nor National , but con- 
ſiſting of many particular Congregations , ſubject ro many changes, as well 
through civil Accidents as through Schiſm and various Opinions , not to be 
decided by any outward Judge, being matters of Conſcience , whereby theſe 
pretended Church-Revenues , as they have been ever, ſo arelike tocontinue 
endleſs matter of diflention both between the Church and Magiſtrate,and the 
Churches among themſelves. There will be found no better remedy to theſe 
evils, otherwiſe incurable , than by the incorruptelt Council of thoſe 7: 
denſes , our firſt Reformers ,. to remove them as a Peſt, an Apple of Diſcord 
in the Church, (for what elſe can be the-effe& of Riches and the ſnare of mo- 
ny in Religion ? ) and to convert them to thoſe more profitable uſes above ex- 
preſſed or other ſuch as ſhall be judged moſt neceſſary ; conſidering that: the 
Church of Chriſt was founded in poverty rather than in revenues, ſtood 
pureſt and proſpered beſt without them, received them unlawfully from them 
who both erroneouſly and unjuſtly,ſometimes impiouſly,gave them,and fo juſt- 
1y was enſnared and corrupted by them. And lealt it be thought that rheſe re- 
venues withdrawn and better imployed , the Magiſtrate ought inſtead to ſettle 
by ſtatute ſome maintenance of Miniſters , let this be conſidered firſt , that it 
concernsevery mans Conſcience to what Religion he contributes : and that 
the Civil Magiſtrate is intruſted with Civil Rights only, not with Conſcience, 
which can have no Deputy or Repreſenter of it ſelf,but one of the ſame mind: 
next, that what each man gives to the Miniſter , he giveseither as toGod,or 
as to his Teacher ; if as to God, no Civil Power can juſtlyconſecrate toreligi- 
ous uſes any parteither of Civil revenue, which 15 the Peoples; and muſt fave 
them from other Taxes ; or of any mans Propriety, but God by ſpecial Com- 
mand , as hedid by Moſes, or the owner himlſelt by voluntary Intention, and 
the perſwaſion of his giving it to God. Forced Conlecrationsout of another 
mansEſtate,are no better than forc'd vowes, thateful tro God,who /oves a chear- 
ful Giver, but more hateful, wrung out o mens purſes to maintain.a diſappro- 
ved Miniſtery againſt their Conſcience z however unholy , infamous and 
diſhonourable to his Miniſters and the free Goſpel, maintained in ſuch un- 
worthy manner as by violence and extortion : it he give it as to his Teacher, 
what juſtice or equity compels him.to pay for learning that Religion which 
leaves freely to his choiſe, whether he will learn it or no , whether of this 
Teacher or another , and eſpecially to pay for what he never learned, or 
approves not ;_ whereby beſides the wound of his conſcience, he becomes 
the leſs able ro recompence his-true Teacher ? Thus far hath been enqui- 
red by whom Church-Miniſters. ought to be maintained , and hagh been 
proved moſt natural , moſt equal and agreeable with Scripture , to be by 
them who receive their teaching z and by whom, if they be unable, Which 
waies well obſery'd , candiſcourage none but Hirelings , and will much leſ- 
ſen their number in the Church. 

It remains laſtly to conſider in what mannerGod hath ordained that recom- 
pence be given to Miniſters of the Goſpel : And by all Scripture it will appear 
that he hath given it them not by Civil Law and Freehold, as they claim, but 
by the benevolence and free gratitude of ſuch as receive them © Zuke 10.7, g. 
Eating and drinking ſuch things as they give you. 1f they receive you,eat ſuch things 
asare ſet before you, Mat,1o-7,8:; £5 ye go, preach,ſaying, The Kingdom of God is 
at hand;+c. Freely ye have received, freely give. If God have ordained Miniſters 

to preach freely, whether they receive recompence or not, then —— y 
q at 
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hath forbid both them to compel it for them.But freely given to himſelf: Phil; 
4-16,17,18. 7 ſent once and again to my neceſſity. Not becauſe T deſire agift ; but 7 
deſire fruit that may abound to your Account. Having receivedof Epaphroditus the 
things which were ſent from you , an odour of ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well - 
pleaſing to God. Which cannot be from force or unwillingneſs. The ſame is ſaid 
of Alms, Heb.1 3.10. Towo good and to communicate , forget not : for with ſuch ſa- 
crifices God is well pleaſed, Whence the primitive Church thought it no ſhame 
to receive all their Maintenance as the Alms of their Auditors. Which they 
who defend Tithes, asit it made for their Cauſe, when as it utterly confutes 
them, omit not toſet down at large z proving toour hands out of Origen, Zer- 
tullian,Cyprian, and others , that the Clergy lived at firſt upon the meer bene- - 
volence of their hearers :- who gave what they gave, not tothe Clergy, bur 
to the Church; out of which the Clergy had their portions given them in baſ- 
kets; and were thence called Sportulariz, Basket-Clerks: that their portion was 
a very mean allowance, only for a bare livelihood ; according to thoſe pre- 
cepts of our Saviour, Mar. 10.7,6. the reſt was diſtributed to the poor. They 


cite alſo out of Proſper , the Diſciple of St. uſtin, that ſuch of the Clergy as 


had means of their own,might not without ſin partake of Church-maintenances 
not receiving thereby food which they abound with , but feeding on the fins 
of other men : that the holy Ghoſt ſaith of ſuch Clergy-men , they eat the ſins 
of my people: and that a Council at tioch, in the year 340, ſuffered not ei- 
ther Prieſt or Biſhopro live on Church-maintenance without neceflity. Thus 
far Tithers themſelves have contributed to their own contutation, by confeſling 
that the Church lived primitively on Alms. And I add, that about the year 
359, Conſtantins the Emperor having ſummoned a general Council of Biſhops 
to'Ariminum in Ztaly, and provided for their ſubſiſtence there, the Br:tiſh and 
French Biſhops judging it not decent to live on the publick, choſe rather tobe 
at their own charges. Three only out of Britain conſtrained through want, 
yet refuſing offered aſſiſtance from the reſt, accepted the Emperors proviſion ; 
judging it more convenient to ſubliſt by publick than by private ſuſtenance. 
Whence we may conclude,that Biſhops then in this Iſland had their Livelihood 
only from Benevolence ; in which regard this Relater S»lpitizs Severm,a good 
Author of the ſame time, highly praiſes them. And the Y AZDENSE S; 
our firſt Reformers , both trom the Scripture and theſe Primitive Examples, 


 maintain'd thoſe among them who' bore the Office of Miniſters, by Alms on« 


ly. Take their very words from the Hiſtory written of them in Frexch , 
Part. 3.1. 2.c. 2. La nourriture CF ce de quoy nous ſommes converts, Fc. Our 
Food and Clouthing « ſufficiently adminiſtred and given to us by way of Gratitude 
and Alms , by the good People whom we teach. If then by Alms and Benevo- 
lence, not by Legal Force , not by Tenure of Free-held or Copy-hold : for 
Alms, though juſt, cannot be compelPd ; and Benevolence forc'd is Malevo- 
lence rather, violent and inconſiſtent with the Goſpel ; and declares him no 
true Miniſter thereof , but a rapacious Hireling rather , who by force receiy=- 
ing ie, eats the bread of violence and exaction, no holy. or juſt livelihood, no 
not civilly counted honeſt : much leſs beſeeming ſuch a Spiritual Miniftry.But, 
ſay they, our maintenance is our due, Tithes the Right of Chriſt, unſeparable 
from the Prieſt, no where repeal'd : if then, not otherwiſe tobe had, by Law 
to be recovered : for though Paul were pleaſed to foregoe his due,and not to 


-uſe his power, 1 Cor.g.12. yet he had a power,v.4 and bound not others. I an« 


{wer firſt,becauſe I ſee them till fo loath to unlearn their decimal Arithmetick 
and ſtill graſp their Tithes as inſeparable from a Prieſt, that Miniſters of the 


Goſpel are not.Prieſts ; and therefore ſeparated from Tithes by their _ EX* 
clutton 7 
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cluſion : being neither called Prieſts in the new Teſtament , nor of any Ordex 
known in Scripture : not of Metchiſed:c , proper to Chriſt only ; not of 4 
aron, as they themſelves will confeſs : and the third Prieſthood only remain- 
ing,is common to all the-fairhful.But they areMiniſters of our high Prieſt. True; 
bur not of his Priefthood, as the Z-wites were to Aaron : for he pertorms thar 
whole Office himſelf incommunicably. Yet Tithes remain , ſay they, i}l un- 
releaſed , the due of Chriſt : and to whom payable, but to his Miniſters ? 1 
fay again, that no man can ſounderſtand them, unleſs Chriſt 1n ſome place or 
other ſoclaim them. That example of Abram argues nothing bur his voluntary 
AR: Honour once only done, but on what conlideration, whether to a Prielt 
or to a King , whether due the honor,arbitrary that kind of honor or nor, will 
after all contending, belefr ſtill in meer Conjecture : which muſt not be per- 
mitted in the claim of ſuch a needy and ſubtle ſpiritual corporation pretendin 

by Divine Right to the Tenth of all other mens Eſtates : nor can it be flowed 
by wiſe men or the Verdit of Common Law.And the Tenth part,though once 
declared holy , is declar'd now to be no holier than the other Nine, , by that 
Command to Peter, Ait.10. 15,28: whereby all diſtintion of holy and unholy 
is removed from all things. Tithes therefore though claimed, and holy nn- 
der the Law, yet are now releaſed and quitted both by tharCommand to Pexer, 
and by this to all Minifters, abovecited, Zeke 10 ; eating and drinking ſuch things 
as are given in reference tothis Command : which he calls not huly things or 
things of the Goſpel, as if the Goſpel had any conſecrated things in anſwer to 
things of the Temple, v.13,but he calls them your carnal things, v.ir.without 
changing their property.And what power had he: not the power of forbe but 
of (Conictence only, whereby he might lawfully and without ſcruple live og 
the Goſpel : receiving what was given him, as the recompence of his 'labor. 
For if Chriſt the Maſter hath profeſſed his Kingdom to be not of this World, it 
ſuits not with that profeſſion eicher ia him or his Miniſters co claim Temporal 
Right from ſpiritual reſpe&ts. He who refuſed to be the divider of an inheri 
tance berween two Brethren,cannot approve his Miniſters by pretended right 
from him to be dividers of Tenths and Freeholds out of other mens poſſeſſions, 
making thereby the Goſpel but aCloak of carnal intereſt;and;to the contradiQ&t | 
on of theirMaſter,turning his heavenlyKingdom into a Kingdom of this world, 


a Kingdom of force and rapin. To whom it will be one day thundered more 


terribly than to Gehazz#,for thus dishonouring a far greater Maſter and his Goſ- 
pel, 7s this a time to receive money and to receive Garments and Olive-yards and 
Vineyards and Sheep andOxex? Theleprofie of Narman linked with that Apo- 
ſtolick Curſe of periſhing imprecated on Simon Magus, may be feared will 
cleave to ſuch ard to their ſeed for ever. So thatwhen all is done, and Belly hath 
uſed in vain all her cunning ſhifts, I doubr nor but all trueMiniſters,confſidering 
the Demonſtration of what hath been here proved , will bewiſe, and think it 
much more tolerable to hear,that no maintenance of Miniſters, whetherTithes 
er any other, can be ſetled by Statute : but muſt be given by them who recerve 
Inftruftion , and freely given,as God hath ordained. And indeed what can be 
a more honourable maintenance to them , than ſuch, whether Alms or willing 
Oblarions as theſe, which being accounted both alike as given to God, the only 
acceptable ſacrifices now remaining, mult needs repreſent him who receives 
them, much in the care of God and nearly relating to him, when not by world- 
ly force and conſtraint , but with Religious Awe and Reverence,what is given 
to God, isgivento him, and what to him, accounted as given to God? This 
would, be well enough, ſay they ; but how many will ſo give? I anſwer 
as many , doubrleſs, as ſhall be well taught; as many as God ſball {6 

| move. 


Mechanick and Uningenuous in them to bring a Bi 
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move. . Why are yeſo diſtraſtful, both of your own DoQrine andof Gods 
Promiſes, fulfilled -in the experience of thoſe Diſciples firſt ſent: Zuke. 
22.35. When 7 ſent you without Purſe and Scrip and Shoes ; Lacked ye any 
thing © and th:y ſaid , nothing. How then came ours, or who ſent them 
thus deſtitute , thus poor =_ empty » both of Purſe and Faith? Who ſtile 
themſelves Embaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſeem to be his Tithe-gathe- 
rers : though an Office of their own ſerting up to his Diſhonour; his Ex- 


' acters , his Publicans rarher , not truſting that he will maintain them in 


their Embaſly, unleſs they bind him to his Promiſe by a Statute-Law that 
we ſhall maintain them. Lay down for ſhame that Magnific Title , while 
ye ſeek maintenance from the People. Tt is not the manner of Embaſſa- 
dors to ask maintenance of them to whom they are ſent. But he who is 
Lord of all things, hath ſo ordained; truſt him then; he doubtleſs will 
command the People to make good his Promiſe e* maintenance more honou- 
rably unasked,unracked for. This they know,this they preach, yet believe not; 
but think it as impoſſible without a Statute-Law to live of the Goſpel , as if 
by thoſe words they were bid gocat their Bibles , as Zzekrel/ and Fohz did 
their Books ; and ſuch Dofrrines as theſe are as bitter to their Bellies ; but 
will ſerve ſo much the better to diſcover Hirelizgs, who can have nothing, 
though but in ayperance, juſt and ſolid ro anſwer for thetnſelves againſt what 


hach been here ſpoken ; unleſs perhaps this one remaining pretence, which 


ve ſhall ſee either robe falſe or uningenuous. They pretend that their E- 
ducation , either at School or Univerſitie hath been very chargeable, and 
therefore ought to be repaired in — plentiful maintenance : whenas 
itis well known, that the: better half of them ; and oft-times poor and pi- 
tiful Boyes of no merit or promiling hopes that might entitle them techs 
publick Proviſion , but their poverty and unjuſt fayour of Friends, have 
had moſt of their Breeding both at School and Univerfitie by Schollarſhips, 
Exhibitions and Fellowſhips at the publick coft , which might ingage them 
the rather to- give freely, as they have. freely received: orif they have 
miſfd of theſe helps at the latter place, they have after two or three years 
left the courſe of their Studies: there, if they ever well began them , and 
undertaken, (though furniſhed with little elſe, but Ignorance , Boldneſs 
and Ambition, if with rio worſe vices; ) a Chaplainſhip in fome Geatlemans 
Houſe, to the frequent imbaſing of his Sons illiterate and narrow Principles. 
Or if they have lived there upon their own, who knows not that ſeaven 
years charge of living there, to them who fly not from the Government of 
Patents to the Licenſe of a Univerſitie, but come ſeriouſly to ſtudy , is 
no more than mav be defrai'd and reimburs'd by one years Revenue of 
an ordinary good Benefice ? if they had then means of Breeding from their 
Parents, *tis likely they have more now ; and if _ have, it needs muſt be 

I of charges for learning 
of thoſe Liberal Arts and Sciences , . which they have learned ( ifthey have 
indeed learned thetm , as they ſeldom have) to their own benefit and ac- 
compliſhmenr. But they will ſay , we had betaken us to fome'other Trade 
ar Profeſſion , had we.not expeCted to find a better Livelihood by the Mi- 
niſtery. This is that which I looked for, to diſcover them openly , nei- 
ther true Lovers of Learning, and ſovery guilty of it, nor true Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. So long agoe out of date is thatold true ſaying, 1 77m. 3.1. 
If a man defrres a Biſhoprick , he deſires a good work : for now commonly he 
who deſires ro be a Miniſter , looks not at the work bur at as. - and 
by that Lute or Lowbel may be told from Pariſh to Pariſh all e Town 
OVCT; 
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over. But what can be plainer Simonie, than thus to be at charges be 
fore hand, to no other end than to make Miniſtry double or trebly Benefici. 


al : ro whom it might be ſaid as juſtly as to that Simox, thy mony p:riſh with | 
thee ; becauſe thou haſt thought the Gift of God may b* purchas'd with mony : thou haſt | 
neith.r part nor lot in this matter. Next, it is a tond Error though too much | 


believed among us, to think that the Univerſitie makes a Miniſter of the Gof. 
pel ; what it may conduce to other Arts and Sciences,I diſpute nvt now - But 
that which makes 6t a Miniſter, the Scripture can beſt inform us to be on- 
ly from above; whence alſo we are bid to ſeek them , Mar. 9.38. Pray Je 


: th refore to the Lordof the Harveſt , that he will ſend forth Labourers into his 


Harveit. AQts 20. 28. The Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
Over-Secrs. Rom. 10. 15. How ſhall th.y preach, unl [5 thcy be ſent * by whom 
ſent ? by the Uaiverſitie, or the Magiſtrate , or their Belly ? no ſurely , bur 
ſent from God only , and that God who is not their Belly. And whether 
he be ſent from God, or from Simon Magws, the inward ſenſe of his Calling 


and Spiritual Ability will ſufficiently tell him ; and that ſtrong Obligation . 


felt within him, which was felt by the Apoſtle , will often expreſs from 
him the ſame words, 1 Cor. 9. 16 Neceſſitie is laid upon me ; yea , woe is me 
if I preach not the Goſpel. Nota beggarly neceſlity, and the woe fear'd other. 


; wile of perpetual want , but ſuch a neceſſity as made him willing to preach 
the Goſpel gratz, andto embrace povertie rather than as a woe to fear it, | 


x Cor. 12 28. God hath ſet ſome in the Church , firſt Apoſtles, cc. Eph. 4. 11. 
Fc. He gave ſome Apoſtles, &c. For the perfetting of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniirie,for the edifying of rhe Body of Chriſt till we all come to the 
uxitie of the Faith, as he hath made them at the firft, lo he makes them ſtill, 


and to the worlds end. 2. Cor. 3. 6. //ho hath alſo made ws fit or able Miniſters of | 


the New Teſtament, 1 Tim. 4. 14. The Gift that is inthee, which was given 
thee by propheſie and the laying on of the hanas of the Preſbyterie. Theſe are all 
the means which we read of required in Scripture to the making of a Mi 
niſter. All this is granted, you will ſay : bur yer, that it is al{o requiſite he 
ſhould betrain'd in.other Learning ; which can be no where better had rhan 
at Univerſities. I anſwer , that what Learning, either Human or Divine, 
can be neceſſary to a Miniſter , may as eaſily and leſs chargeably be had in 
any private Houſe. How deficient elſe and to how little purpoſe, are all thoſe 
Piles of Sermons , Notes and Comments on all parts of the Bible , Bodies 
and Marrow of Divinitie , beſides all other Sciences in our Zxg/i# Tongue; 
many of the ſame Books, which in Latine they read at the Univerfitie ? And 
the ſmall neceſſity of going . thither to learn Divinitie , I prove firſt from 
the molt part of themſelves, who ſeldom continue there till* they have well 
got through Logick , their fieft Rudiments ; though to ſay truth, Logick 
alſo may much better be wanting in Diſputes of Divinitie, than in the ſubtle 
Debates of Lawyers and States-men , -who yet ſeldom or never deal with 
Syllogiſms. . And thoſe Theological Diſputations there held by Profeſlors 


and Graduates, are ſuch as tend leaſt of all to the Edification or capacitie of 


the People ; but rather leaven pure Doctrine with Scholaſtical Traſh, than 


enable .a Miniſter to the Preaching of the Goſpel, Whence we may 
alſo compute , ſince they come to recknings , the charges of his needful Lt 


brary : which though iome ſhame not to value at 60ol. may be competent- 
ly furniſhed. for 60. If any man for his own curiolity or delight be 1n 
Books further expenſive , that 1s not to be reckon'd as neceflary to his Min- 
ſerial , either Breeding or FunQtion. But Papiſts and other Adverſaries 


cannot be confuted without Fathers and Councels, immenſe Volumes and of 


valt 


_— 
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vaſt charges. I will ſhew them therefore a ſhorter and a better way of con- 


futation, Tit. 1. 9. Holding faſt the faithful word as he hath been taught , that 
he may be able by ſound Dottrine , both to exhort and to convince Gain-ſayers ; 


who are confuted as ſoon as heard, bringing that which is either not in Scrip- 


ture or againft it. To purſue'them further through the obſcure and' intan- 
gled:Word of Antiquity ; Fathers and Couticels fightirig one agauiiſt another; 
is needleſs, endleſs, not requiſite ina Miniſter, and, refus'd by the firſt Re- 
formers of our Religion. And yet we may be corifident, if theſe thingsare 


' thought needful , ler the State bur erett in publick, good Store of . Libraries 
' and there will not want Men in' the Church , who of their own iticlinations 
; will become able in this kind againſt Papiſt or any other Adyerſarie. Ihaye 


thus at large examined the uſual pretences of relings,coloitred over moſt com- 
monly -with the cauſe of Learning and Univerſities; as if with Divines , 
Learning ſtood and fell;wherein for the moſt part their pittance is fo ſmalland | 


to ſpeak freely, it were much better , there were not one Divine.in the” 
Univerſitie ; no - Schoolt-Divinitie known , the Idle Soptiaſtry of Monks, the 


Canker of Religion; and that they who intended tobe Miniſters , were trai- 
nedupin the Church only , by the Scripture and in the Original Languages 


+. thereof at School z without fetching the compaſs of other Arts and Sciences, | 
more than what they can well learn at Secondary Leaſure ahd at home. Nei- - 


ther ſpeak I this in contempt of Learning or the Miniſtry ; bur hating the 
common cheats of both ; hating rhat they who have preached out Biſhops, 


Prelates and Canoniſts , ſhould, in what ſerves their own ends, retaia their 
"falſe . Opinions , their Pharaſaical Leaven', their Avarice aid cloſely, _ 
an 


Ambition, their Pluralities , their Nonreſidences , their, odious Fees, : 
uſe their Legal: and Popiſh Arguments for Tithes : that vdependents ſhould 


' take that Name , as they may juſtly from the tru@ Freedom of Chriſtian 
'Do&rine and Church Diſcipline , ſubje& to no Spore Jangy Pos God on- 


ly,:and ſeek to be Dependents on the Magiſtrate - for-their maintenance y 
which two things, /ndependence and State-Hire in Religion, can never conſiſt 
long or certainly together. For Magiſtrates at one time or other ; not like theſe 


. atpreſentour Patrons of Chriſtian Liberty ,will pay none but ſuch whom by 


their Committees of Examination , they find conformable to their It 


".and Opinions , and Hirelings will ſoon frame themſelves to that Intereſt and 
thoſe Opinions ,- which they ſee beſt pleaſing, to their Pay-maſters; and to 
ſeem right themſelves, will force others as tothe truth. But moſt of all chey 


are. to. be revil'd and ſham'd, who cry out witha diſtin& voice-of Notorious 


\' Hirelings , that if ye ſettle not our maintenance-by Law , farewell the Golſ- 
pel; then which nothing'can be uttered more falſe, more ignominious, and 


I 'may.fay , more blaſphemous againſt our Saviour; who hath promiſed 
without this condition z both his . holy Spirit , and his own preſence with 


his Church ro the worlds end : nothing more falſe ( unleſs with their own 
.moutlis they condemn themſelves for the unworthieft and moſt merce 

of all other Miniſters') by the experience of - 30o years after Chriſt , and 
-the Churchies 'at-this day., in Fraxce , Auſtria Poloyia , and other pla- 


es witneſſing the contrary, under an adverle Magiſtrate, not a favourable, 


.nothing more igaominious, levelling or rather undervaluing Chriſt beneath 


Mahomet. For if it be- thus 5 how can any -Chriftian obje& it to a Turk, 
that his Religion ſtands by force only ; and not juſtly fear from him this re- 
ply , yours both by force-and mony in the judgment of your own Preachers. 


This is thatiwhich make Athtiſts fin in the Land ;|whom they ſo much. com». 
plain of ; got the want of mMa1ntenance or POY as they alleage, but 


the 
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the many Hirelings, and Cheaters that have:the Goſpel in their; hands, 
hands that ſtill crave , and are, never ſatisfied. + Likely Miniſters indeed, tg 
proclaim. the Faith, or to exbort our: truſt in God, when: they. themſelves 
will nyt trult him to. provide; for, them in the; meſſage -whereon , they ſay, 
he ſenc th-m,, but threaten... for want of. temporal-means to deſert it; call- 
ing. that want of means , which.is nothing elſe: but..the want of their own 
faith ; and would force us to pay. the hire of . building our faith to their, co. 
vetuous incredulity.,. Doubtleſs.,, if God, only be he who gives Miniſters to 


Sis Church cill the worids end. and through the whole Goſpel never ſent 


us for Miniſters to the: Schools ,of..Philaſophy ., but rather bids us beware 
of ſuch vain deceit Col; 2.8,.( which; the Primitive Church, after. two. or 
three Ages .not remembring.,. brought her ſelf quickly. to: .confuſion-), if all 
the Faithful be now.4 Holy and, Royal Prieſthood , 1 Pet. 2.5, 9. not excluded 
from the. Diſpenſatiqn. of thin,gs Holieſt , aftex free EleRion-of the -Church 
and impolizipn of. hands , there! will not wantMiniſters,, ele&ed gut of all 
forts and orders: of. mens: for; the Goſpel, makes mo. idifter ence from: the 
Magiſtrate himſelt+.c0.,the:'meaneſt Artificer, if God evidently favour him 
with Spiritual Gifts, as he can eaſily and oft hath done ;- while thoſe 'Bat- 


cher. Divines, and DoQtors of the Tippet have been paſſ'd by: Heretofore: 


in -the firſh Evangeilck times: (,it were happy for Chriſtendom if it were 
Jo again) Miniſters, of | the Goſpel were by nothing elſe diſtoguiſhed f om 
"other - Chriſtians but by, their. Knowledge and SanQitie of Lite . for ;:which 
'the- Church eleRed them to be :her Teachers and Overſeers , though ;not 


'thereby-co leperate them from what ever calling ſhe then found thenntollow- 
:ing belides., as the example of -St,. Paul declares, and the: firſt time of Chri- 


ſtianity. When once; they affeted tobe called a: Clergy ,, and, became as :it 
were. a peculiar Tribe, of /Zevites, a Party , a diQinCt order in the Commion- | 
wealth ;, bred up for, Divines in babling Schools and fed at rhe publick coſt; 

good. tor nothing ,elſe, but what was good: for nothing , they ſoon. grew 


-udle ; that Idleneſs with fulneſs of Bread begat pride and perpetual con- 
.rention with their Feeders, the deſpis'd Laitie,through all Ages ever ſince; to 
-the perverting of Religion., and the diſturbance of all Chriſtendom. : And 


we may confidently.conclude , it never will. be otherwiſe , while. they are 


-rhus upheld undepending ofi the Church , on which alone they anciently dz-' 


pended., and are by, the,; Magiſtrate: publickly maintain'd a numerous. Fa- - 
pon of indigent. Perſons, crept for.the maſt: part out of extream want and 

bad nature , claiming by divine Right and Freehold the tenth of our Eftates, 
to monopolize the Miniſtry as their peculiar ,. which is free and open toall 


- able Chriſtians, ele&ed: by any Church. - Under this pretence exempt from 
all other -imployment, and enriching themſelves from the publick ; they 


laſt of all prove common Incendiaries , and exalt their horns againſt the 
Magiſtrate himſelf that maintains them; as thePrieſt of Rome did ſoon after 
2gainſt his BenefaQor, the Emperor , and the: late Preſbyters in Scorlapd. 
Ot which Hirelizg-Crew, together with all the Miſchiefs, Diſſentions, Trou- 
bles, Wars meerly of their kindling, . Chriſtendom might ſoon rid her 
ſelfand be happy, if Chriſtians would but know their own Dignitie, their 
Libertie, their, Adoption; and let it not be wondred, if I ſay their Spiritu- 
al Prieſthood , whereby they have :all equally acceſs to. any Miniſterial 
FunQion whenever call'd by their own abilities and the Church', though ' 
they never came-near Commencement or Univerſitie, But while Prote- 
ſtants , to avoid..the .due Labour of undertaking their own Religion, are 
ontent to lodge it in the Breaſt, or rather in the Books of a Clergy-man, 


out of the Chu#ch, 19 
and to take it thence by Scraps and Mammocks , as lie diſpetices it in his 
Sundays dole ; they will be always learning and never khowing , always 
Infants,always either hisVaſſals;as Lay-Papiſts are to their Prieſts, or at odds 
with him. Reformed Principles give them ſome light to be not wholl 
eonformable , whence infinite diſturbances in the State , as they do; m 
needs follow. Thus much Thad to ſay,*and I ſuppoſe, what may be e- 
nough to them who are not ayariciouſly berit otherwiſe, touching the like: 
| lieſt meansto remove Hirelings out of the Church, than* whic cabing 
can more conduce to truth, to peace and all happinefs both in Church 
State. If Ibe not heard nor believed, the event will bear me witneſs to 
have ſpoken truth : and I in the mean while have bora my witneſs not ous 


F 


of ſeaſon to the Church and to my Country. \ 


